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the reproofs and exhortations to more worthy living, such as are given 
in the Shepherd of Hermas. He inquires, not after ethics, but con- 
duct. He examines first the Pauline church. In the different cities 
the church is in an immoral environment, yet it discountenances 
immorality, censures and punishes its members for immoral practices, 
and strives toward a pure ideal. In its failures it evinces not so much 
weakness as immaturity. The Jewish Christian church, which is next 
examined, did not need to develop a new ideal, in opposition to con- 
temporary practices, as did gentile Christianity, but to strengthen and 
purify the ideals already at hand, derived from the Jewish law. In 
later gentile Christianity fluctuations are manifest, the stress changing 
at times from life to doctrine and then from doctrine to life, at times 
.ascetic tendencies from without crowding in upon the ethical princi- 
ples of the church ; and yet the spirit of Christ prevailed, and Chris- 
tians, compared with their contemporaries, have always exemplified in 
life loftier ethical principles, with exceptions which have ever been in 
the minority. 

Both of these authors recognize the importance of the fourth gos- 
pel in the development of the church and the commanding influence 
of its author, although neither deems the apostle to be the author, 
Heinrici ascribing its composition to a pupil of the apostle, and Dob- 
schiitz ascribing it to the presbyter John. Each in his interpretation 
of primitive conditions is sane and informing. 

Dobschiitz renders his volume accessible by the addition of two 

carefully prepared indexes. 

Alfred Williams Anthony. 
Cobb Divinity School, 
Lewiston, Me. 
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Taufe Jesu. Nebst Beitragen zur Geschichte der Didas- 
kalie der zwolf Apostel und Erlauterungen zu den Darstel- 
lungen der Taufe Jesu. Von Adolf Jacoby. Mit acht 
Abbildungen. Strassburg : Verlag von Karl J. Triibner, 
1902. M. 4.50. 
The hitherto unnoticed apocryphal account of the baptism of 
Jesus to which the author refers in this interesting monograph is a frag- 
ment from an Egyptian source. The author of the monograph thinks 
he has made probable, if not certain, that in this fragment we have the 
remains of a Didaskalie of the Twelve Apostles, now lost, but of which 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERA TURE 1 5 1 

we find occasional mention in Egyptian sources. Certainly such a 
writing was known in Egypt, though only a few traces of it now remain. 
This fragment, according to the author of the monograph, belongs to 
the latter part of the fourth century. After making a study of the 
title Didaskalie (a word which in the Greek text is known as the 
SiSa^i?, the Didache, now so well known, having been in use in Egypt 
as late as the fifth century), the author of the monograph proceeds to 
show the influence of this Egyptian account of the baptism of Jesus, 
especially upon Christian art. Such apocryphal writings, from the 
fourth century on, says the author of the monograph, influenced the 
pictorial representations of the baptism of Jesus much more than the 
canonical gospels ; as, for example, in the representation that the Jor- 
dan fled back terrified, that the Holy Spirit descended in the form of 
a fiery dove, that dragons were destroyed, etc., etc. The popular 
preaching and the legends widely circulated were influential in the 
same direction. Christian archaeology, accordingly, must take account 
of these early representations of the baptism of Jesus, inasmuch as 
they have held fast conceptions which were dominant among the com- 
mon people. As the author says, the piety of the common people, in 
the period to which this fragment carries us back, was nourished more 
by these apocryphal writings than by the too little known New 
Testament writings. Indeed, to us, this is one of the chief lessons 
which the monograph suggests, namely, that these pictorial represen- 
tations do not reflect the teachings of the gospel narratives concerning 
the baptism of Jesus, but the teachings of narratives that had their 
origin in the fantasies and legends of a later age. Their study is of 
value from an archaeological point of view, but not in determining 
what was the act of baptism in New Testament times. 

Henry S. Burrage. 
Portland, Me. 

Martyrologe de la sainte eglise de lyon. Texte Latin 
inedit du XIII. e siecle, transcrit sur le manuscrit de 
Bologne et publie avec preface, appendices, notes, et table 
onomastique. Par J. Condamin et J. B. Vanel, du Clerge de 
Lyons. Lyons et Paris : Librairie Emmanuel Vitte, 1902. 
Pp. xxxii -f- 1 79- 

Already in the third century, martyrdom, with its heroic courage 
and the cult of suffering, forming the basis for the doctrine of merit 
and supererogatory virtue and the suggestion to an equally heroic 



